@Congress of the United States
Washington, AC 20515

Support BATFE reform

Dear Colleague,

We would invite you to join us in sponsoring H.R. 4900 the “Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms
and Explosives Reform and Firearms Modernization Act of 2007.”

The bill would roll back unnecessary restrictions, correct errors, and codify longstanding
congressional policies in federal firearms laws and regulations. This bipartisan bill is a vital step to
modernize and improve BATFE operations. Of highest importance, H.R. 4900 totally rewrites the
system of administrative penalties for licensed dealers, manufacturers and importers of firearms.
This legislation is an updated and improved version of H.R. 5092 in the 109th Congtress, which had
152 cosponsors and passed the House on suspension by a bipartisan 277-131 vote following three
House Crime Subcommittee hearings regarding oversight of BATFE

Today, for most violations, BATFE can only give a federal firearms license (FFL) holder a warning,
or totally revoke his license. H.R. 4900 would allow fines or license suspensions for less serious
violations, while still allowing license revocation for the kind of serious violations that would block
an investigation or put guns in the hands of criminals. This prevents the all-too-common situations
where BATFE has punished licensees for insignificant technical violation—such as improper use of
abbreviations, or filing records in the wrong order.

Among its other provisions, H.R. 4900:

e Clarifies the standard for “willful” violations—allowing penalties for intentional, purposeful
violations of the law, but not for simple paperwork mistakes.

e Improves the process for imposing penalties

e Allows a grace period for people taking over an existing firearms business to correct
problems in the business’s records

e Codifies limits on disclosure of firearms trace data—which Congress has already limited
through a series of appropriations riders over the past three years, out of concern for gun
owners’ privacy and the confidentiality of law enforcement records.

e Repeals the Brady Act’s “interim” waiting period provisions, which expired in 1998. This
waiting period has now been made obsolete because in the instant check system

The BATFE plays a vital role in pursuing violent criminals and those who illegally arm them. To
make this mission more effective, modest reforms are needed for the BATFE. These reforms will
allow the BATFE to, perform focused and reasonable approaches to many of the civil enforcement
issues that it must d?al with. For more information, please contact Brent Boydston,
brent.boydston@mail.house.gov, with Congressman Steve King or Jillian Carroll,
jillian.carroll@mail.house.gov, with Congressman Zack Space.

rely.
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